THE INCOMPARABLE CHRIST

I’d like to tell you about the “Incomparable Christ”!  He came down from Heaven that we may go up to be with Him.  In Heaven, He rested on the bosom of a Father and no mother; on earth, He had a mother and no Father.  He is the only one who is as old as His Father and older than His mother.  He was born contrary to the laws of nature, lived in poverty, reared in obscurity, and only once crossed the boundary of the land, and that in His childhood.  He had no wealth or influence, and had neither great training or education.  His relatives were common people and unknown.

In infancy He startled a king; in boyhood He puzzled the doctors; in manhood ruled the course of nature.  He walked upon the billows and hushed the sea to sleep.  He healed the multitudes without medicine and made no charge for His services.  He never wrote a book, yet no library in all the world could hold the books that have been written about Him.  He never wrote a song, yet He furnished the theme of more songs than all song-writers combined.  He never founded a college, yet all the schools together cannot boast of as many students as He has.  He never practiced medicine, and yet He healed more broken hearts than the doctors healed broken bodies.

He never marshalled an army, drafted a soldier, nor fired a gun, yet no leader ever made more volunteers who have, under His orders, made rebels stack arms or surrender without a shot being fired.

He is the Star of Astronomy, the Rock of Geology, the Lion and Lamb of Zoology, the Harmonizer of all discords, and the Healer of all diseases.  Great men have come and gone, yet He lives on.  Herod could not kill Him, Satan could not seduce Him, Death could not destroy Him, the Grave could not hold Him!

He laid aside His purple robe for a peasant’s gown.  He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor.  How poor?  Ask Mary!  Ask the Wise Men!  He slept in another’s manger.  He cruised the lake in another’s boat.  He rode on another’s donkey.  He was buried in another man’s tomb.  All failed, but He – never!

When you tell me of Abraham Lincoln --- I can tell you of George Washington.

When you tell me of Julius Caesar --- I can tell you of Alexander.

When you tell me of Robert Burns --- I can tell you of Longfellow.

When you tell me of Dwight L. Moody --- I can tell you of Billy Sunday.

When you tell me of Beethoven --- I can tell you of Mozart.

But when we speak of JESUS CHRIST – He stands alone, the ever perfect one!  The one altogether lovely, the Chiefest of ten thousand to my soul.  I am glad He came my way; I am glad He dwells within.  To love, serve, and obey Him, I never count it a sacrifice for “THE INCOMPARABLE CHRIST”!

DAILY BIBLE STUDIES 

"THE PERSON OF SALVATION –Part 2” 

1 PETER 1:19-21
 AUGUST 20 – AUGUST 26, 2006

THE LORD'S DAY – This week we continue on in our study of “The Person of Salvation” found in 1 Peter 1.  The apostle gives us an explanation of who it was that God used to redeem believers.  We will find out that our redemption centers around “The Man”, Christ Jesus.  He is the ONE who makes possible true, genuine salvation.  Read 1 Peter 1:19-21. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today? 

Suggestion for prayer: Thank the Lord Jesus that it is through Him we have redemption and peace with God.
MONDAY – When we speak of the “Person” of Jesus Christ it is very important that we understand why He alone could pay the price for sin and reconcile us to God.  It is vital that Jesus Christ was both 100% God and 100% man.  Scholars call this the “hypostatic union” of Jesus Christ.  It is beyond us to fully grasp how anyone could be totally divine and yet totally human at the same time, but this is precisely what the Scripture says of Jesus Christ.  That is the only way He could bring Divine God and human man together in salvation.  Read John 1:1, 14, 7:25-29, 14: 7-11, Hebrews 1:3, Colossians 1:15, 2:9, 1 Timothy 2:5-6. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank the Lord that He is both God and man therefore He alone can bring us to God.
TUESDAY – Peter says in verse 20 that “He (Christ) was foreordained before the foundation of the world”.  This speaks of the predetermined plan of God to send His Son as the incarnate (God in the flesh) redeemer.  The Father did not “react” to the fall of man with a quick, last minute fix.  Before time began the Godhead had laid out the Divine plan of salvation through the person   

And work of Jesus Christ.  It is mind blowing to think that before the very act of creation the plan was ordained and therefore Christ was “the lamb slain before the foundation of the world”.  Read Acts 4:27-28, Galatians 4:4-5, Revelation 5:6, 13:8, 17:8.
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank God today for His Divine plan that was predetermined before time as we know it even began..
WEDNESDAY –Peter also tells us in verse 20 that Christ was “manifest” in these last times for us as believers.  The Greek word used here is “phaneroo” which speaks to making apparent or clear and visible.  It is an aorist verb which in this context denotes an event that has taken place.  Christ, who was completely God, became a man that was seen and He walked this earth as we do.  “In these last times” refers to the entire time between Christ’s birth and His second coming.  Again, God’s plan was set on His calendar and brought about precisely at the right moment, and for the right purpose.  Read Philippians 2: 6-8, John 1:14, Hebrews 1:2, Galatians 4:4. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Praise God that His plan is run on perfect timing and that by His grace, Christ came for us.   

THURSDAY –Verse 21 tells us in further detail who Jesus came for and was made manifest.  It is for those who “through Him believe in God”.  As we have said many times before, a person can’t know God apart from Jesus Christ.  It is by faith in Jesus Christ alone and His death, burial, and resurrection that men can be saved from eternal destruction.  We call this the “Gospel” message.  This phrase is very exclusive as it declares that the only way a person can be redeemed is through Jesus Christ.  Both Old and New Testament saints alike are saved only through faith in Jesus Christ and His sacrifice to God on their behalf.  If you don’t believe the gospel, you can’t be saved.  For Salvation comes through Christ alone.    Read Isaiah 53:11, John 3:36, 10:9, 14:6, Acts 4:10-12, Romans 10:17, 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9.
What principles in these verses are applicable to my life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Praise the Lord Jesus Christ today that it is through Him alone that we can be saved.  Give Him glory as the only God and only savior that exists. 
FRIDAY –Peter continues by mentioning to his readers the fact that Jesus Christ not only died for them as the elect believers of God, but that Christ also was raised from the dead and given glory by God the Father.  If Christ had not risen from the dead and conquered death He would not be able to guarantee the security of those who place their faith in Him.  The resurrection from the grave is a very important aspect of the gospel that we must also proclaim.  We emphasized in past days the importance of Jesus being 100% man as well as God.  The phrase Peter uses in saying God “gave Him glory” illustrates that God was satisfied completely by the work of the God-man and then returned Him to the glory that He shared with the Father before time began.  Read Acts 17:30-31, Luke 24:51-53, John 17:4-5, Philippians 2:9-11.      

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer:  Thank the Lord God for His faithfulness displayed in the resurrection of the Son.  Also praise the exalted living Savior who ascended back to His rightful place in glory at the Father’s right hand..  

SATURDAY –Finally this week we close with the last phrase of these great verses.  We read that this salvation that was contained in the Person of Christ was all done for us as believers to be redeemed, “so that our faith and hope are in God”.  Faith enables us to trust in our almighty God even as our Savior did as a man.  And we therefore have an expectant, living hope waiting for the day when we will also be glorified with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Salvation from start to finish is all a work of God, laid out in His predetermined plan, and brought to us by His grace through the “Person” of the Lord Jesus.  Read Isaiah 26:3-4, Hebrews 11:6, Titus 2:11-13, Romans 8:22-25.     

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer:  Dear God, thank you so much for my redemption given to me by your grace alone.  Thank you for the gift of faith to believe and the living hope found in you. 
